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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1,3-- 6, 8-11 and 13 - 15 are pending. Claims 2, 7 and 12 have been cancelled. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention, 

3. Claims 3 and 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for faiUng to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

Claims 3 and 5 recite the limitation "the operating system task". There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 1, 3 - 6, 8 - 1 1, and 13 - 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Sand et al. (US 6,148322, hereinafter Sand) in view of Applicant Admitted 
Prior Art (hereinafter AAPA). 
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6. As to claim 1, Sand teaches a computer implemented method for expediting a selected 
operation in a computer system (abstract: execute high priority task), the method comprising: 

associating a plurality of routing operations (communications instructions) with an 
operating system routing task (communications tasks), the plurality of routing operations 
including the selected operation (col. 3 lines 56 - 66); 

executing the operating system routing tasks at a low priority level prior to performing 
the selected operation (col. 2 lines 52 - 55: low priority communications instructions received by 
the high-priority communications tasks are then transferred to the low-priority communications 
task for processing. Col. 3 lines 61 - 65); and 

raising the operating system routing task to a high priority level in order to perform the 
selected operation in response to a detection of a trigger condition indicating that the selected, 
operation is to be performed (col. 2 lines 12-16: execute higher priority task upon the received 
satisfaction of the request condition. Col. 3 lines 61 - 63), wherein the raising the operating 
system routing task to the high priority level causes the operating system routing task to execute 
without being interrupted by at least one other operating system task running at the low priority 
(col. 2 lines 16-20, coL4 lines 18 - 29). 

Sand did not clearly disclose the triggering condition comprises a link state 
advertisement protocol message. Nevertheless, a link state advertisement routing protocol 
message is considered well know and disclosed in AAPA on page 1 lines 19-31. Therefore, it 
would have been obvious for one of an ordinary skill in the art, at the time the invention was 
made to incorporate the link state routing protocol message with Sand's high priority tasks to be 
performed once the request condition is met (Sand: col. 2 lines 12 - 16). 
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7. As to claim 3, as modified Sand teaches the operating system task is a routing task (Sand, 
col. 3 lines 56 - 66: communications tasks. AAPA, page 1) and wherein the link state 
advertisement protocol message includes link status information (AAPA: page 1 lines 19 - 24). 

As to claim 4, as modified Sand teaches that when a node receives a LS A message, the 
node updates its topology information database by running a special algorithm to determine the 
routes based upon the updated topology information wherein a well-known algorithm for 
determining the routes is a Dijkstra shortest path algorithm (AAPA: pg. 1, lines 26-30). 

8. As to claim 5, as modified Sand teaches lowering the operating system task to the low 
priority level upon completion of the selected operation (col. 2 lines 12-20, col. 4 lines 41-54: 
if the elapsed execution time is exceeded, the high priority task is aborted and will not be 
resumed until a user selected deactivation time elapsed). 

9. As to claims 6, 8-11 and 13 - 15, they are rejected on the same ground as stated in 
claims 1 - 5 above. 

Response to Arguments 

10. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1, 6 and 1 1 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Lilian Vo whose telephone number is 571-272-3774. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Thursday Sam - 5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Meng-Ai An can be reached on 571-272-3756. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 



information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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